
INTRODUCTION T O

GENESIS

Author and Date
The book of Genesis is the first book of the Pentateuch (Genesis–
Deuteronomy). It gives the foundation stories of God’s relation to the 
world, to the patriarchs, and to Israel. The name of Moses has been 
closely associated with the Pentateuch. He led Israel out of Egypt and 
was God’s faithful servant. His ministry has been variously dated from 
1500 to 1300 BC.

Audience
Genesis narrates for Israel the story of people who walked with the Lord 

(Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph) to encourage their 
descendants to break away from their resistant and recurring hardness 
of heart. The author intends the reader of the Pentateuch to connect the 
foundation stories (exile from Eden, human wickedness, and God’s unfold-
ing promises of grace) with Israel’s new opportunity (of entering the land, 
despite Israel’s rebelliousness, and through God’s unfailing faithfulness to 
his promises). Genesis identifies the promises and path to life that must 
be understood and followed in order for the people of God to fulfill their 
calling as it is described and prescribed in Moses’ later books (e.g., Deut. 
30:19–20) and, indeed, the rest of Scripture.

The Gospel in Genesis
The foundation stories of Genesis set the stage of the drama of Scripture in 
many ways. First, the Creator is the King over all of his creation. He has made 
everything well and has chosen humans to be his image-bearers on earth. 
They were created to live in glad relationship with their heavenly Father.

Second, sin entered the world and took away human freedom—through 
the consequences and dominion of evil. Sin, alienation, and death now 
mark human existence.

Third, in contrast to the continual disobedience of humanity, God reveals 
the depth of his grace and love. Though all human beings bear the scars 
of the sin of Adam and Eve, the Lord continues in his everlasting grace to 
work out his purposes. He is the heavenly Father who does not give up on 
his earthly children. In the wake of the flood that came to punish pervasive 
evil and destroyed almost all life, God promised to maintain his grace to all 
created life, both animal and human.

Fourth, God called frail humans to represent him: Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Joseph. Each of these men was profoundly flawed, a point to 
which the Bible gives ample testimony. Yet God gave them grace upon 
grace, keeping his promise, at whatever cost, to bless them and through 
them to bless all humanity.

Fifth, these giants of faith learned to love God more than the goods of 
this life. They served God, and despite their flawed humanity God made 
them lights in their dark generations. They walked with God by his grace 
and learned wisdom from him. Through these stories Moses taught Israel 
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that there are one of two paths people must choose: folly and death, or 
wisdom and life.

Sixth, Genesis reveals that the riches of God’s grace render people 
without excuse. People at the time of Enosh, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Joseph received God’s grace and walked with him. Others 
received messages of grace and spurned them—with evident conse-
quences (e.g., Cain, the generation of the flood, and Esau).

Seventh, the Lord of the universe committed himself by oath to one 
man, Abraham. Then, God promised to extend his grace to all humanity 
through that one man’s “offspring.” Though Israel was numbered among 
Abraham’s offspring, the sad stories of that nation evidence her lack 
of faith, her inability to accomplish what God required, and her need of 
God’s provision. That provision was ultimately made through the even-
tual coming of Jesus Christ from the lineage of Israel. Only in him do we 
learn how the promises of God are made true (2 Cor. 1:20). He is the true 
and final Good News in which all of God’s promises find decisive fulfill-
ment. He is the promised “offspring” of Abraham who will accomplish 
God’s covenant purposes (Gen. 3:15; 12:7; Gal. 3:16). Beginning with his 
first coming and to be completed at his second coming, Jesus opens the 
doors to the new creation and the new humanity—to a world without the 
sin, death, and evil that found their entry as first described in Genesis. The 
final triumph of Jesus over all evil is first described in this Bible book as 
well (Gen. 3:15).

Outline
 I. The Creator Is Sovereign King of the Whole World (1:1–2:3)
 II. The Creation of the Garden of Eden and the First Human Family: 

Adam and Eve, Their Sin, Expulsion from Eden, and Life to the East 
of Eden (2:4–4:26)

 III. The Family of Adam: From Adam to Noah (5:1–6:8)
 IV. The Story of Noah: His Walk with God, the Flood, the Ark, and 

God’s Covenant (6:9–9:29)
 V. The Family of Noah: The Nations and the Tower of Babel (10:1–11:9)
 VI. The Family of Shem: From Shem to Terah (11:10–26)
 VII. The Family of Terah: Abraham, Isaac, and Ishmael and God’s 

Covenant with Abraham to the Exclusion of Ishmael (11:27–25:11)
 VIII. The Family of Ishmael (25:12–18)
 IX. The Family of Isaac: God’s Promises to Isaac and Jacob and the 

Exclusion of Esau (25:19–35:29)
 X. The Family of Esau (36:1–43)
 XI. The Family of Jacob: The Twelve Tribes (37:1–50:26)
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